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The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 2703) to amend the act entitled ‘An act to provide for a tax 
on motor-vehicle fuels sold within the District of Columbia, and for 
other purposes,”’ approved April 23, 1924, as amended, and for other 
purposes, after full consideration report favorably thereon without 
amendment and recommend that the bill do pass. 

The purpose of this bill is to increase the District of Columbia 
gasoline tax to 5 cents per gallon. Under the act of July 16, 1947 (61 
Stat. 328, 359), the tax was temporarily increased from 3 cents to 4 
cents for the period ending on June 30, ‘ao unless this bill is en- 
acted, the tax will revert to 3 cents on July 1, 1952 

The Commissioners of the District of ¢ Se lerirm have given their 
tentative approval to a long-range program designed to relieve the 
traffic problem in the District of Columbia. Their estimate of im- 
mediate needs (covering the period 1952-62) is $96,000,000. The 
principal source of funds for capacity highway expenditures has been 
the gasoline tax. Anticipated revenues of this fund at a rate of 
3 cents per gallon would be wholly inadequate to meet the needs of the 
contemplated program. 

Anticipated annual revenues from the gasoline tax are estimated as 
follows: 


Year | 3 cents 4 cents 5 cents — 3 cents 4 cents 5 cents 
. per gallon | per gallon | per gallon , per gallon | per gallon | per gallon 


1951 . $6, 045, 549 | $7,851,362 | $9,078, 137 1957 $6, 486,480 | $8, 424, 000 9, 740, 000 
1952 }, 113, 800 7, 940, 000 9, 180,000 || 1958____ 6, 560, 400 8, 520, 9, 851, 000 
1953 5, 190, 800 &, 040, 000 9, 296, 000 1959 6, 637, 400 8, 620, 000 9, 966, 000 
1954 . ), 264, 720 8, 136, 000 9, 407, 000 1960 6, 711, 320 , 716, 000 , 077, 000 
1955 ao j, 338, 640 8, ; 9, 518, 000 1961 f 6, 776, 000 " 800, 000 , 175, 000 
1956 4 », 412, 560 &, 328, 9, 629, 000 1962 6, 837, 600 , 880, 000 | 10, 267, 000 


1 Actual. 





2 TAX ON MOTOR-VEHICLE FUELS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


The bill has the approval of the Board of Commissioners, Director 
of Highways, Director of Vehicles and Traffic, National Capital Park 
and Planning Commission, the District of Columbia Division of the 
American Automobile Association, and the Retail Gasoline Dealers’ 
Association. 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law in the bill, as reported, are 
shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is enclosed in 
black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, existing law in which 
no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


(43 Stat. 106) 


That a tax of [2] 5 cents per gallon on all motor-vehicle fuels within the District 
of Columbia, sold or otherwise disposed of by an importer, or used by him in a 
motor vehicle operated for hire or for commercial purposes, shall be levied, col- 
lected, and paid in the manner hereinafter provided. The proceeds of the tax, 
except as provided in section 10, shall be paid into the Treasury of the United 
States entirely to the credit of the District of Columbia and shall be available for 
appropriation by the Congress exclusively for road and street improvement and 
repair. 

* * * * * * * 

Sec. 14. That when under authority of law gasoline or other motor-vehicle fuel 
is sold by an agency of the United States within the District of Columbia, for use 
in privately owned vehicles, such agency of the United States shall, by agreement 
with the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, arrange for the collection of 
the tax of [2] 45 cents per gallon herein authorized to be imposed, and for 
accounting to the collector of taxes of the District of Columbia for the proceeds 
of such tax collections. 

(61 Stat. 328, 359, art. ITT) 


[Sec. 1. The tax of 2 cents per gallon on motor-vehicle fuels within the District 
of Columbia, sold or otherwise disposed of by an importer, or used by him in a 
motor vehicle operated for hire or for commercial purposes, imposed by the Act 
entitled ‘‘An Act to provide for a tax on motor-vehicle fuels sold within the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and for other purposes,’’ approved April 23, 1924, as amended, 
and increased by the Act entitled ‘‘An Act increasing motor-vehicle-fuel taxes in 
the District of Columbia for the period January 1, 1942, to June 30, 1951,” 
approved December 26, 1941, to 3 cents per gallon effective January 1, 1942, and 
extending to and including June 30, 1951, is hereby further increased to 4 cents 
per gallon effective on the first day of the first month following the approval of 
this Act and extending to and including June 30, 1952, and thereafter the tax 
shall be 3 cents per gallon. When, pursuant to section 14 of such Act, gasoline 
or other motor-vehicle fuel is sold by any agency of the United States, within the 
District of Columbia, for use in privately owned vehicles, such agency of the 
United States shall, by agreement with the Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia, arrange for the collection of the full amount of the tax per gallon herein 
authorized to be imposed and as increased by this section, and shall account to 
the Collector of Taxes of the District of Columbia for the proceeds of such tax 
collections. J 

[Sxec. 2. Section 1 of the Act entitled ‘An Act increasing motor-vehicle-fuel 
taxes in the District of Columbia for the period January 1, 1942, to June 30, 
1951,” approved December 26, 1941, is hereby repealed, effective on the first day 
of the first month following the approval of this Act.] 
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